AUTUMN 2022 NEWSLETTER
Hi All,
It’s been an interesting few months since our last
newsletter update. On the weather front we have had
everything from hot, hot, hot through to wet, wet, wet.
December was cool and often overcast while January
was hot and we were irrigating to compensate for
the drying winds. Then came the wet February with
recordings of between 100 mm and 180 mm at our
various vineyards across the valley over a weekend.
This was followed by a further 40 mm the next
weekend. We are now hoping for some dry, warm settled
weather in the lead into Vintage ’22.
With the shortage of labour and the various restrictions
we are working under this vintage, we are very fortunate
that we manage our own harvester and crew and have
our own processing plant. We have gathered together a

good crew so that we can operate 24/7 and we have the
Grandad “B’” team getting themselves familiar with new
tractors and equipment in case we need them to come
out of retirement and help out! Watch this space!
We have had some fantastic results in various Wine
Shows and tastings. Our haul of Gold Medals has had a
big surge of late. The 2020 and 2021 vintages were small
but of great quality. We have had to allocate the wines
and we are now starting to get to the last few cases of
some varieties. We are looking forward to getting the
2022 grapes into the winery and being able to bottle
some of the earlier varieties and get them out to market.
Keep safe and watch this space for news of the new
vintage wines.
Ciao, Jane
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MiruMiru™ Reserve
It all began in 1986 when we appointed
the late Dr Tony Jordan from the
Yarra Valley in Australia as our wine
consultant. He had been tasked with
the job of finding suitable areas for
the production of sparkling wine for
Moet et Chandon.
On a visit to Hunter’s, Tony suggested to Ernie that
Marborough with its dry, temperate days and cool
nights, would be ideal for sparkling wine production.
So, in 1987 we began our journey with sparkling wine
and with visits from the likes of Richard Geoffrey,
the Dom Perignon winemaker, we quickly realized
that sparkling wines require a different approach
and patience.
Our 1987 MiruMiru™ Reserve was launched in
1990 with a very elaborate eye-catching label. The
accompanying wine notes were: “Yes, that’s right!
For the first time Hunter’s have produced a natural
sparkling wine using the classic time-honoured
méthode champenoise.”
The notes continued – “We’ve been secretly working on
this wine for three years now and we are giving you the
very first opportunity to sample this magnificent wine.
Supplies are extremely limited…”
Every aspect of the winemaking process has followed
the centuries-old tradition. From the combination of
Chardonnay, Pinot Noir and Pinot Meunier grapes
through to ageing on yeast lees. The result – a rich,
dry wine to grace any occasion or as a
perfect gift.
The wine was simply titled
Hunter’s Brut but changed
to MiruMiru™ Reserve on
the back of the success of
our MiruMiru™ Non Vintage
in various export and
domestic markets.
The winemakers still follow the
tried-and-true blend of Pinot
Noir dominant wine with Pinot
Meunier and Chardonnay
ageing on yeast lees for at least
three years prior to release.
Over the years the wine has
won an amazing array of
awards and is a very important
part of our MiruMiru™ range.

Offshoot Chardonnay
hits the spot
We always knew
that our Offshoot
Chardonnay was a
stand-out wine. This has
been backed up by the
current raft of accolades
we have received from
Wine Shows, wine
writers and customers.
In the past few months Offshoot
Chardonnay was a finalist in the
Australian WineState magazine
Best Chardonnays for 2021. The
UK Decanter magazine rated
Offshoot Chardonnay as one of
the best wines tasted by the
judging panel in 2021/22.
The Offshoot range was brought
into being to give the winemakers
an opportunity to explore
different styles and techniques
outside of the parameters they
have for producing Hunter’s Chardonnay.
It seems that they have certainly got the seal of approval
for this change in style. We are looking forward to tasting
the next vintage.

James (and the
winemaking team)
Wine State Finalists
We were thrilled when we were
notified that winemaker James
Macdonald, and his team, were a
finalist in the WineState magazine
New Zealand Winemaker of the Year
and New Zealand Winery of the Year.
We didn’t win but getting into the final five in each
category was a great effort.
These results came off the back of the recognition given
to the Offshoot Chardonnay. It is certainly a wine that has
captured its fair share of attention of late.

Wine Press

Introducing…

Awards and Accolades

The people and skills behind Hunter’s

Hunter’s Offshoot Pinot Noir 2020
4 stars – WineState, November/December Edition 2021
This youthful, savoury red was hand harvested from
30-year-old vines in the Home Block at Rapaura,
matured for 15 months in French oak casks, and bottled
unfined and unfiltered. Bright ruby, it is mouthfilling and
supple, with good depth of ripe cherry, plum and spice
flavours, earthy notes adding complexity, and a smooth
finish. Best drinking 2023+
4 stars – Michael Cooper, October 2021
Hand picked from estate grown, 30-year-old vines at
Rapaura, in the Wairau Valley, the 2020 vintage was
matured in French oak casks (40% new) and bottled
unfined and unfiltered. Full, bright ruby, it is mouthfilling,
savoury and supple, with moderately concentrated,
ripe cherry, plum and spice flavours, slightly earthy
notes, and a good complexity. Best drinking 2023+.
94 points – Cameron Douglas MS, World of Wine,
September 2021
Aromas of wild red flowers, forest fruits and berries then
classic scent of cherry and dark red apple skin with
a suggestion of peach. There’s a fine savoury mineral
suggestion that repeats on the palate. Youthful, firm
and dry with flavours that mirror the bouquet, ripe, fine
tannins and plenty of acidity. Lovely long finish, a little
bit wild and a whole lot of charm. Best drinking from
today and through 2027+.

…Helen Neame

Hunter’s Sauvignon Blanc 2021
4.5 stars – WineState Special Annual Edition 2022,
January 2022
Very good to excellent – Mark Henderson, Otago Daily
Times, January 2022
Passionfruit, smoke, citrus, and green herbs all vying for
your attention. Racy acidity leads the way, a little prickle
on the palate too, the grassiness and herbs supported
by the underlying sweet fruit. The flavours grow nicely
as the wine takes on some air. Zesty, refreshing style that
really gets the salivating juices going.
4.5 STARS – Listener, Michael Cooper, November 2021
Hunter’s fame rests on this wine, estate grown in the
Wairau Valley, and this is a top vintage. It was mostly
handled in tanks, but 5% of the blend was fermented
in large French Oak casks. Pale and ripely scented, it is
full-bodied and sweet-fruited, with impressive intensity
of tropical fruit flavours, a touch of complexity, balanced
acidity, and a long, dry finish.

Favourite Wines?
That’s a hard one. MiruMiru™ Reserve is my celebration
wine, Offshoot Chardonnay with friends and a platter,
Riesling for lunch, Gewurztraminer with Thai food and
Gruner Veltliner anytime. Hunter’s Pinot Noir is my
favourite red at the moment, it is developing beautifully.

Hunter’s Rosé 2021
Gold – The New Zealand International Wine Show,
February 2022
4.5 stars– Michael Cooper, December 2021
Offering very good value, the bright pink 2021 vintage
is a blend of Pinot Noir, Riesling, Chardonnay and
Gewurztraminer, grown in the Wairau Valley. Full
of drink-young charm, it is a bright pink, floral wine,
vibrantly fruity, with fresh, strong peach, strawberry
and spice flavours, a touch of tannin and a dry finish.
Silver – The Marlborough Wine Show, October 2021

How long have you worked at Hunter’s and in what role?
I have worked at Hunter’s for 26 years. My role is to
welcome visitors to the Cellar Door and introduce them
to the intriguing world of Hunter’s Wines.
Can you please explain what you do?
I introduce our visitors to the range and subtleties of the
wine. I share the Hunter’s story and encourage them to
become loyal members of the Hunter’s Wine Club.
What made you pursue a career in the wine industry?
I came from a corporate role with chartered accountants
in Wellington and with a love of wine I pursued a career
in the wine industry. I discovered Hunter’s Wines and
loved the story and people.
What do you particularly like about the job?
I love the challenge to make a difference in people’s lives.
I work very hard to ensure people leave the Cellar Door
loving our wines, becoming part of our wine club family
and my new best friends.
Favourite time of the year?
Summer holidays. Lots of visitors from all over New
Zealand sitting in our beautiful gardens, drinking wine,
eating food, and enjoying themselves.

Hunter’s Happenings
BioGro Certification
In July 2021, Hunter’s took over a vineyard in the
Waihopai Valley that had been organic since 2009
and made the decision to continue running it as
organic. To do this we are required to adhere to strict
guidelines as stipulated by the governing body and
auditors for the organic horticulture sector, BioGro.
Some of the production standards that apply in
the vineyards are; using organic substitutes when
applying sprays, fertilisers, and soil nutrients,
removing potential leaching of harmful products
e.g., non-treated trellising posts, and monitoring and
maintaining water purity.
We will be audited annually which includes detailed
explanation of our management processes, keeping
up to date monitoring tests of the soil and vines, plus
machinery inspections and site visits.
Hunter’s ethos aligns well with BioGro’s standards and
moral standpoint, as we have always and will continue
to look for new ways to improve our environmental
footprint in the vineyards.
The next step is for the winery to produce organic
wines. Look out for future updates on how we
progress with this.

Peter, James, Peter Ryan, Edward and Jane

Irish Ambassador visit
We were thrilled to meet with Peter Ryan the Irish
Ambassador in New Zealand on his recent visit to
Marlborough. A lot of talking and reminiscing about our
various trips to Ireland, Belfast and Dublin in particular.
Our founder, the late Ernie Hunter, was from Belfast
and we are always pleased to have the opportunity to
acknowledge our Irish connection.
Howick Wine Club
It has been a very up and down summer visitor wise,
so we were thrilled to welcome the Howick Wine Club
on their recent tour of Marlborough. Helen hosted the
group and opened some special wines for them to taste.
We have an invitation to go north and host a wine tasting
for the Club on their home turf. Looking forward to it.

BioGro New Zealand
Certificate of Compliance
This certificate confirms that the company and operations listed below are certified by BioGro.
Company:

Hunter's Wines (NZ) Ltd
Waihopai
708 Waihopai Valley Road
Blenheim 7276
New Zealand

BioGro Number:
First Certified From:
Date of Issue:

6243
1/03/2022
9/11/2021

#

Operation Name

Operation Facility/Address

Type of Certification

Product

1

Hunters Wines Ltd - CO1 - Primary

708 Waihopai Valley Road, Blenheim 7276, New Zealand

Crop Production

Annex A

Certification Valid From:
Anniversary Date / Certificate Valid To:
Date by which the operator shall submit
application for subsequent annual inspection:

1/03/2022
28/02/2023

Director:

Donald Nordeng

4 Months

For the purpose of USDA NOP & COR: once certified, a production or handling
operation’s organic certification continues in effect until surrendered,
suspended or revoked (for COR: pursuant to Part 13 of the Safe Food for
Canadians Regulations (SFCR))

Director:

This certificate is issued within the scope of the accreditation for product
certification issued by the IOAS. Registration number: 23

BioGro New Zealand Ltd
Digital Nomad (Old Bank Arcade)
98 Customhouse Quay
Wellington 6011
New Zealand

The above named licensee is licensed to apply or direct the application of the
BioGro Certification trademark provided the product has been produced in
accordance with the BioGro Organic Standards by the licensee or under the
licensee’s supervision at the location named in this certificate. While all due care
and skill was exercised in carrying out this assessment, BioGro New Zealand Ltd
accepts responsibility only for proven gross negligence. This is not a legal
document and cannot be used as such. This certificate remains the property of
BioGro New Zealand Ltd to whom it must be returned if required.

Issuing Office:

Tel +64 4 801 9741

http://www.jas-anz.org/register

Email: info@biogro.co.nz
www.biogro.co.nz

Helen and Jane with the group

Join Hunter’s Wine Club
If you’re not already a member of the Hunter’s
Wine Club, sign up for Hunter’s news, events,
and wine information online
http://hunters.co.nz/club
Join us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram;
@hunterswinesnz

Hunter’s Wines (NZ) Ltd
603 Rapaura Road, Blenheim
PO Box 5094, Springlands,
Blenheim 7241, New Zealand
Phone +64 3 572-8489
Email wine@hunters.co.nz
NZ Freephone 0800 486 837

hunters.co.nz

WINE CLUB AUTUMN 2022

WINE LIST & ORDER FORM

Send this order to:

We always release our new
vintages to our Wine Club first and
at the greatest prices. We thank
you for your ongoing support.

Hunter’s Wines (NZ) Ltd, PO Box 5094, Springlands,
Blenheim 7241 • 0800 HUNTER
Email: wine@hunters.co.nz • Phone: (03) 572-8489

EXCLUSIVE WINE CLUB PRICES

MiruMiru™ NV

GOLD MEDAL WINNER

REC.

PRICE PER

6 - BOTTLES

12 - BOTTLES

28.90

23.90

143.40

272.00

95 POINTS

34.90

26.90

161.40

306.00

GOLD MEDAL WINNER

39.90

29.90

179.40

340.00

19.90

14.90

89.40

169.00

29.90

27.90

167.40

318.00

Riesling 2021

19.90

14.90

89.40

169.00

Gewürztraminer 2021

24.90

17.90

107.40

204.00

MiruMiru™ Rosé NV
MiruMiru™ Reserve 2016
Sauvignon Blanc 2021
Home Block Sauv’ Blanc 2020

94 POINTS

Merlot 2020

NEW RELEASE

19.90

18.90

113.40

215.00

95 POINTS

28.90

24.90

149.40

283.00

Pinot Noir 2020

24.90

17.90

107.40

204.00

Late Harvest Riesling 2013

375ml

24.90

17.90

107.40

204.00

Extra Virgin Olive Oil 2021

375ml

19.90

Chardonnay 2020

NEW RELEASE

16.90

101.40

Offshoot Pet Nat Sauv’ Blanc 2021

24.90

149.40

283.00

Offshoot Chardonnay 2019

34.90

209.40

397.00

Offshoot Red Nat 2021

32.90

197.40

375.00

34.90

209.40

397.00

Offshoot Pinot Noir 2020

NEW RELEASE

QTY

TOTAL $

Less 5% discount if 12 mixed bottles or more
(*12 bottle case prices above are inclusive of the 5% discount)

MEMBERS ONLY SPECIALS

Staff Favourites Pack
Two bottles each of Pinot Noir ‘20, Chardonnay ’20, Sauv ‘21 | $110.00

MiruMiru™ Celebration Pack!
Two bottles each of award winning MiruMiru™ NV, Rosé NV & Reserve 2016 | $145.00 per 6-bottle pack
Spend $300 and receive a free bottle of Home Block Sauvignon Blanc 2020!

Prices include GST & Freight. We reserve the right to restrict sales should orders exceed supply.
Any additional payments will be refunded immediately. You must be 18 years or older.

TOTAL

$

DELIVERY

NAME

MEMBERS REWARDS VOUCHERS

STREET ADDRESS

With each six bottles of Hunter’s Wines that you
order, we’ll include a Member’s Reward Voucher. Keep
them in a safe place, because when you’ve collected ten
vouchers, they are worth $20 off the next order...
It’s our way of saying thanks!

POST CODE
TICK IF RURAL DELIVERY

Delivery is to a street address NOT a PO Box.
(Allow 2 - 3 weeks)

TICK I AM OVER 18 YEARS OLD

CARDHOLDER’S NAME

PAYMENT

NUMBER OF VOUCHERS BEING REDEEMED
Vouchers must be returned to us with your order form

MASTERCARD

ADDRESS
PHONE

VISA

EMAIL

AMERICAN EXPRESS

SIGNATURE
CARD NUMBER

EXPIRY DATE

FAX
Receive our exclusive wine club
offers & newsletter by email!
USE EMAIL ABOVE
OR EMAIL

AUTUMN 2022 PICKS

Offshoot Pinot Noir 2020
Our Offshoot Pinot is back in stock!
The 2020 growing season was one to remember for the amazing weather
conditions in Marlborough. This fruit forward Pinot Noir was handpicked from
30-year-old vines in our Home Block vineyard which is producing wines of exceptional
quality as the vines mature. The wine was pressed and aged for 15 months in
French Oak casks and bottled unfined and unfiltered.
This Pinot Noir shows fresh cherry fruit notes that flow seemingly onto the
palate with plum and wild berries. Soft tannins compliment blackcurrant notes on the
palate that extends to a supple finish. Can be enjoyed now
but will only get better with age.

$34.90
PER BOTTLE

Hunter’s Merlot 2020
This autumn we are thrilled to be able to release our 2020 Merlot.
A variety not widely planted in Marlborough, a lot of care and attention
must be given to the vines to ensure optimal and consistent ripeness. 2020 was
an exceptional vintage and the weather conditions were near
perfect for growing Merlot in Marlborough.
This Merlot shows a deep ruby colour with notes of sweet spice
and rich plums on the nose, complimented by toasty oak of sweet vanilla.
The flavours carry thorough to a well-balanced intense wine
with soft tannins that linger on.

$18.90
PER BOTTLE

Hunter’s Chardonnay 2020
A Wine Club favourite – our newly released 2020 Hunter’s Chardonnay.
Chardonnay grapes have been sourced from the Rapaura and Omaka sub regions
in Marlborough for many years which gives the wine a certain level of consistency.
This vintage has a complex, flinty nose with beautiful stone-fruit and ripe pear
characters with some citrus undertones. Aged in French Oak puncheons for
12 months, this Chardonnay shows a balance of toasty vanilla oak character that
compliments the fruity structure. It will drink very well on release
but will develop and evolve over the next 5-7 years.

$17.90
PER BOTTLE

